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What is Claimed is : 

1. A method of providing interactive 
options for non- frame television programs using a 
system, the system having a czurrent display time frame, 
the non- frame television programs being outside the 
current display time frame/ the method comprising: 

presenting /on a display screen at least 
one option that corresponds to a non- frame television 
program ; 

allowing/ the user to select a first of 
said at least one option; and 

providing the user a service associated 
with said first optic 



2 . The method of claim 1 wherein said 
system is a television program guide system. 

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising 
determining at l^ast one valid option from a plurality 
of possible options, wherein said presenting comprises 
presenting said /at least one valid option. 

4 . /The method of claim 2 further 
comprising : 

receiving data that corresponds to said 
non- frame television program; and 

wherein said presenting comprises 
presenting it least some of said data to the user. 



The method of claim 4 further 

comprising/: 

storing said data in a database after 
said receiving; and 



wherein said presenting comprises 
presenting at least some of sa/d data stored in said 
database to the user. / 

6 . The method or claim 5 wherein said 
presenting comprises notifying said user using a method 
selected from a group consisting of on-screen and on- 
line methods. / 

7. The metMod of claim 6 wherein said 
notifying comprises notifying said user according to at 
least one procedure selected from a group consisting: 
(a) notifying said user after said data is received by 
a local database, ub) notifying said user after said 
data is received by a remote server, (c) notifying said 
user on a day that said program is broadcast, 

(d) notifying sa/d user at a predetermined period of 
time before said program is broadcast, (e) notifying 
said user after receiving a request from said user, and 
(f) any combination thereof. 

8. / The method of claim 6 further 
comprising : / 

/ providing to said user the ability to 
select a predetermined period of time before said 
notifying/ and 

/ wherein said notifying comprises 

notifying said user at said predetermined period of 
time before said program is broadcast. 

/ 9. The method of claim 5 wherein said 
preserving comprises notifying said user with 
electronic mail. 



10. The method of claim 9 further 
comprising: / 

providing to said user the ability to 
select a predetermined period of time before said 
notifying; and / 

wherein said notifying comprises 
notifying said user at a predetermined period of time 
before said program is broadcast . 

11. The method/of claim 2 wherein said 
presenting comprises displaying a program guide screen 
that includes a marker /that indicates that information 
regarding a program isr included in a program guide 
database . / 

12. The/method of claim 2 wherein said 
presenting comprises displaying a program guide screen 
that includes a ynotif ication list comprising said first 
option, said fiorst option being identifiable with a 
marker selected from a group consisting of an icon, a 
color, a disn/lay order, and any combination thereof 
when data regarding said non- frame television program 
is added to/ a program guide database, said non- frame 
television/program thereby becoming an in- frame 
television program. 

/ 13 . The method of claim 2 wherein said 
presenting comprises displaying a program notification 
on a program guide screen. 

/ 14 . The method of claim 13 further 

comprising : 

/ storing information regarding said non- 

frame program in a program guide database; and 



wherein said displaying comprises 
displaying said notification immediately before said 
program is broadcast . / 

15. The method of claim 2L3 further 
comprising: / 

storing information regarding said non- 
frame program in a program guide /database ; and 

wherein said displaying a program 
notification includes displaying an option to tune to 
said program. / 

16. The method of/ claim 13 wherein said 
displaying interrupts another television program. 

17 . The method /of claim 13 further 
comprising: / 

providing/ to said user the ability to 
specify notification parameters before said notifying; 
and / 

wherein/ said notifying comprises 
notifying said user an a predetermined period of time 
before said program ifi broadcast. 

18. The npthod of claim 13 wherein said 
displaying a program notification includes displaying 
an option to record/ a program. 

19. The/ method of claim 2 wherein said 
presenting comprises presenting the user with an option 
to purchase a payAper-view non- frame television program 
when the program /is in- frame. 
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20. The method of claim 2/wherein said 
presenting comprises presenting the /user with an option 
to automatically tune to a channel /carrying said 
program when said program is broadcast . 

21. The method of claim 2 wherein said 
presenting comprises presenting/the user with an option 
to automatically record said program on a recording 
device when said program is broadcast. 

22. The method off claim 2 wherein said at 
least one option is a notification list of options, 
said method further comprising automatically removing 
said first option from said list after said providing. 

23. The method of claim 2 wherein said at 
least one option is a Notification list of options, 
said method further comprising automatically removing 
said first option from said list after a predetermined 
period of time following an event, wherein said event 
is selected from al group consisting of (1) the time 
when data regarding said program is received by a local 
database, (2) the time when data regarding said program 
is received by a remote server, and (3) the time when 
said user is presented with said at least one option. 

24. / The method of claim 2 wherein said 
presenting is/ in response to a user request, said 
presenting comprising presenting a notification list 
including said at least one option. 

Ls . The method of claim 24 wherein said 
notification list further includes at least one option 
that corresponds to an in- frame television program, 
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said presenting comprising presenting^ said at least one 
option in said list such that said in-frame and non- 
frame options are distinguishable bo said user. 

26. A method for providing notifications of 
non- frame television programs t<y a user using a system, 
the system having a current display time frame, the 
non- frame television programs oeing outside the current 
display time frame, the method comprising: 

allowing the user to specify a non- frame 
television program outside af the current display time 
frame with a set -top box inr the system; and 

notifying tiie user with the system when 
the non- frame television program is now in- frame and is 
to be broadcast . / 

27. The methrad of claim 26 wherein said 
system is a television/ program guide system. 

28. The method of claim 2 7 further 
comprising providing a notification option which the 
user selects to order notifications. 

29. Thje method of claim 2 8 wherein said 
notification option includes a how soon option for 
determining how /soon before the broadcast of the non- 
frame television program the notification is to be 
generated and sent to the user. 

3 0./ The method of claim 2 7 further 
comprising providing a view current notifications 
option whicM the user selects to receive a list of 
current notification orders. 
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31. The method of claim 2 7 /further 
comprising providing a new notifications option that 
the user selects to order a notification by entering a 
program title. 

32. An apparatus for /providing notifications 
of non- frame television progran^ to a user using a 
television program guide system, the television program 
guide system having a currents display time frame, the 
non- frame television programs being outside the current 
display time frame, the apparatus comprising: 

means for ^allowing the user to specify a 
non- frame television program outside of the current 
display time frame; anc 

means yor notifying the user when the 
non- frame television /program is now in- frame and is to 
be broadcast . 

33. The^ apparatus of claim 32 further 
comprising means /for providing a notification option 
which the user srelects to order notifications. 

34. / The apparatus of claim 33 wherein the 
means for providing a notification option includes 
means for providing a how soon option for determining 
how soon before the broadcast of the non- frame 
television yprogram the notification is to be generated 
and sent tp the user. 



35. The apparatus of claim 33 wherein the 
means fo£ providing a notification option includes 
means fofr providing a how often option for determining 
how oftjen the notification is to be generated and sent 
to the/user. 
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36. The apparatus of claim 32 further 
comprising providing means for providing a view current 
notifications option which the usenr selects to receive 
a list of current notification oifders . 

37. The apparatus or claim 32 further 
comprising means for providing a new notifications 
option which the user selectys to order a notification 
by entering a program titl^ 

38. An apparatus for providing interactive 
options for non- frame television programs on a display- 
screen of a television /program guide system, the 
television program gu^de system having a current 
display time frame, t/he non- frame television programs 
being outside the current display time frame, the 
method comprising: / 

mea&is for presenting on said display 
screen at least one option that corresponds to a non- 
frame television/ program; 

means for allowing the user to select a 
first of said art least one option; and 

/ means for providing the user a service 
associated witth said first option. 

39/ The apparatus of claim 38 further 
comprising means for determining at least one valid 
option from/a plurality of possible options, wherein 
said means for presenting can present said at least one 
valid option. 

40. The apparatus of claim 3 9 further 
comprising/: 



# 
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means for receiving darfa that 
corresponds to said non- frame televis/ion program; and 

wherein said means fdr presenting can 
present at least some of said data/to the user. 



IT? 
ill 



41. The apparatus of yclaim 4 0 further 
comprising : 

a database for yfetoring said data after 
said data is received; and 

wherein said/means for presenting can 
present at least some of s^iid data stored in said 
database to the user. 

42. The apparatus of claim 41 wherein said 
means for presenting aran notify said user using a 
method selected from/a group consisting of on-screen 
and on-line. 

43. Ttve apparatus of claim 42 wherein said 
means for notifying can notify said user according to 
at least one procedure selected from a group 
consisting: (a^ notifying said user after said data is 
received by a/ local database, (b) notifying said user 
after said data is received by a remote server, 

(c) notifying said user on a day that said program is 
broadcast,/ (d) notifying said user at a predetermined 
period of /time before said program is broadcast, (e) 
notifying said user after receiving a request from said 
user, and (f) any combination thereof. 



44. The apparatus of claim 42 further 
comprising : 



• 
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means for providing to /said user the 
ability to select a predetermined pe/iod of time before 
said notifying; and / 

wherein said means ^or notifying can 
notify said user at said predetermined period of time 
before said program is broadcasts. 

45. The apparatus ©f claim 41 wherein said 
means for presenting can notify said user with 
electronic mail. / 

46. The apparatus of claim 45 wherein said 
means for notifying can notify said user according to 
at least one procedure selected from a group 
consisting: (a) notifying said user after said data is 
received by a local database, (b) notifying said user 
after said data is received by a remote server, 

(c) notifying said user on a day that said program is 
broadcast, (d) notifying said user at a predetermined 
period of time before said program is broadcast, (e) 
notifying said userr after receiving a request from said 
user, and (f) any combination thereof. 

47. /The apparatus of claim 45 further 
comprising: / 

/ means for providing to said user the 
ability to select a predetermined period of time before 
said user iss notified; and 

/ wherein said means for notifying can 
notify said user at a predetermined period of time 
before sarid program is broadcast. 

/ 48. The apparatus of claim 38 wherein said 
means for presenting can display on said display screen 
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a marker that indicates that information regarding a 
user- selected program is included ip. a program guide 
database . 

49. The apparatus of/claim 3 8 wherein said 
means for presenting can disp^y a program notification 
on said program guide screen. 



id 



50. The apparatus of claim 49 further 
comprising : 

a progrart^ guide database for storing 
information regarding syaid non- frame program; and 

whereiry said means for displaying can 
display said notification immediately before said 
program is broadcast/. 



51. Thgr apparatus of claim 50 further 
comprising : 

program guide database for storing 
information regarding said non- frame program to; and 

wherein said means for displaying can 
display an option to tune to said program. 



The apparatus of claim 4 9 wherein said 
means for ^displaying can interrupt another television 
program . 



53. The apparatus of claim 49 further 
compris/Lng : 

means for providing said user the 
abilitfy to specify notification parameters before said 
userVis notified; and 



wherein said means for notifying can 
notify said user at a predetermined /period of time 
before said program is broadcast. / 

54. The apparatus of ^laim 4 9 wherein said 
means for displaying a program notification can display 
an option to record a program. / 

55. The apparatus yof claim 38 wherein said 
means for presenting can present the user with an 
option to purchase a pay-per-view non- frame television 
program when the program becomes in- frame. 

56. The apparatus of claim 38 wherein said 
means for presenting can/present the user with an 
option to automatically /tune to a channel carrying said 
program when said progyam is broadcast. 

57. The apparatus of claim 38 wherein said 
means for presenting/ can present the user with an 
option to automatically record said program on a 
recording device wiien said program is broadcast . 

58. Thfe apparatus of claim 38 wherein said 
at least one optAon is a notification list of options, 
said apparatus further comprising means for 
automatically removing said first option from said list 
after said fiyst option is provided. 

59/. The apparatus of claim 38 wherein said 
at least one option is a notification list of options, 
said apparatus further comprising means for 
automatically removing said first option from said list 
after a predetermined period of time following an 
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event, wherein said event is selected/from a group 
consisting of (1) the time when data/regarding said 
program is received by a local database, (2) the time 
when data regarding said program ys received by a 
remote server, and (3) the time ymen said user is 
presented with said at least onp option. 

60. The apparatus Jbf claim 38 wherein said 
presenting can be in response to a user request, and 
wherein said means for presenting can present a 
notification list including said at least one option. 

61. The apparatus of claim 60 wherein said 
notification list further includes at least one option 
that corresponds to ary in- frame television program, and 
wherein said means foyr presenting can present said at 
least one options iiy said list such that said in-frame 
and non- frame options are distinguishable to said user. 

62. A system comprising: 

a /television distribution facility that 
provides (1) television programming, (2) television 
program listings that cover only television programming 
from the present through a predetermined time period, 
and (3) notifications of upcoming television programs 
scheduled to/be broadcast after the predetermined time 
period; and/ 

/ a plurality of user television equipment 
devices, wierein each of said devices is connected to 
the tele^Asion distribution facility, and wherein each 
of said Aevices is configured to: 

/ receive and display the television 

programming provided by the television distribution 
facility; 



receive and display the television 
program listings that cover only the television 
programming from the television programing from the 
present through the predetermined jcime period; and 

receive and display the 
notifications of the upcoming television programs 
scheduled to be broadcast afte^ the predetermined time 
period, wherein the notifications are not part of the 
television programming. / 

63. A method fafr receiving notifications for 
upcoming programs, comprising: 

providing? a user with the opportunity to 
select a program that \ffill air outside a program 
listings time frame vrtiich is currently available to the 
user; and / 

providing a notification to the user of 
the availability oft the selected program during when 
the selected program is now in the current program 
listings time f pme . 

64. / The method defined in claim 63 further 
comprising displaying a list of programs for which a 
notification is to be provided. 

/65. The method defined in claim 63 wherein 
providing a notification includes providing an e-mail 
notification . 

/ 66. The method defined in claim 63 wherein 
provd/ding a notification includes providing a message 
notification . 



67. The method defined in alaim 63 wherein 
providing a notification includes providing a reminder 
notification. / 

68. The method defined, in claim 63 further 
comprising providing the user vAth the opportunity to 
setup a configuration of the notification. 

69. A program guide system, comprising: 
user equipment that is configured to 

provide a user with the opportunity to select a program 
that will air outside ther program listings time frame 
which is currently available to the user, and is 
further configured to provide a notification to the 
user of the availabil/ty of the selected program when 
the selected program/is now in the current program 
listings time frame/ 

70. The system defined in claim 69 wherein 
the user equipment is user television equipment. 

71. /rhe system defined in claim 69 wherein 
the user equip/ment is user personal computer equipment. 

7l/ The system defined in claim 69 wherein 
the user equipment is further configured to display a 
list of prdgrams for which a notification is to be 
provided. / 

/ 71. The system defined in claim 69 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to provide an e-mail 
notification . 
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72. The system defined in/claim 69 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to/provide a message 
notification. 

73. The system defineti in claim 69 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to provide a reminder 
notification . 

74. The system defined in claim 69 wherein 
the user equipment is configured to provide the user 
with the opportunity to sjstup a configuration of the 
notification . 

75. In a us^r television equipment, a method 
for receiving notifications for upcoming programs, 
comprising : 

providing a user with the opportunity to 
specify a program tmat will air outside a current 
program listings t/ime frame of user television 
equipment ; and 

.splaying a notification of the 
availability of /the selected program during when the 
selected program is now in the current program listings 
time frame of /the user television equipment. 

76/ The method defined in claim 75 further 
comprising displaying a list of programs for which a 
notification is to be provided. 



77. The method defined in claim 75 wherein 
displaying includes displaying a message notification. 



/ 78. The method defined in claim 75 wherein 
displaying includes displaying a reminder notification. 
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79. The method defined in/claim 75 further 
comprising providing the user with fche opportunity to 
setup a configuration of the notification. 

80. A program guide system, comprising user 
television equipment that is configured to provide a 
user with the opportunity to select a program that will 
air outside the current program listings time frame of 
the user television equipment/ and is further 
configured to display a notification of the 
availability of the selecteA program when the selected 
program is now in the current program listings time 
frame of the user televis/on equipment. 

81. The systrfm defined in claim 80 wherein 
the user television equipment is further configured to 
display a list of programs for which a notification is 
to be provided. 

82. The System defined in claim 80 wherein 
the user televisio/i equipment is configured to display 
a message not if icAtion. 

83. The system defined in claim 80 wherein 
the user television equipment is configured to display 
a reminder not/if ication . 



84/. The system defined in claim 80 wherein 
the user television equipment is configured to provide 
the user with the opportunity to setup a configuration 
of the notification. 



